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In this seminar, students will examine frontier issues in international law, with a focus 
on artificial intelligence and technology, human rights and humanitarian law, media 
freedom, and the rights of women and children. With rapid technological advancements, 
the international community faces a variety of new challenges in the effort to advance 
global cooperation and security. Throughout this course, students will draw on a 
diversity of legal and political theories and case studies to explore questions about the 
future of international law and global governance. The course will offer a snapshot into 
several major issues facing the development and implementation of international law, 
exploring academic literature, news sources, emerging international frameworks, and 
global opinion. Students will address central questions such as: To what extent has the 
rise of technology led to a need for new solutions in international law and global 
governance? What are the challenges for improved global cooperation given these 
frontier issues and a changing global security environment? What are the opportunities 
for international law in the context of rapidly changing technology?  
 
The seminar aims to equip students with skills to analyze a variety of topics in 
international politics and international law. Students will investigate how emerging 
issues in the international order intersect with enduring problems, analyzing current 
trends and case studies, and assessing potential solutions. 
 
Students should have some previous study in international relations theory. Previous 
study of international law and institutions will also be beneficial but is not required. 
  
As learning goals for this course, students will be able to: 

• Understand current issues and debates in international law and the roles played 
by different actors in its development and enforcement. 

• Identify existing trends and gaps in international law and governance as they 
relate to frontier issues, such as the onset of artificial intelligence. 

• Interrogate these issues, through the process of researching a problem in 
international law and proposing solutions. 

 
Grading 
 
Students’ grades will be calculated as follows:  

• Class participation and attendance: (15%)  
• Issue papers (on three selected course topics) (30%) 
• Final research paper (40%) 
• Final presentation (15%) 

 



Major Assignments: 
 

• Three issue papers (up to 5 pp each), reacting to the readings for their chosen 
set of core topics, bringing in 2-3 additional sources/ news stories/case studies in 
addition to course readings (academic sources)  

 
Each issue paper should bring social inquiry into an analysis of the chosen “frontier 
issue.” Student should select four of the five course topics which they wish to produce 
issue papers for, submitted on the class day following the completion of that topic.  
 
These issue papers should offer a rigorous account of a challenge related to each frontier 
issue, summarizing and applying relevant course readings. This should include: 

o Why is this a “frontier issue”? Summarize the issue, evidence, and global trends 
o What is known about the current challenges on the “frontier”? Summarize some 

of the top issues, challenges, and questions facing policymakers and citizens in 
this area today.  Ensure attention to multiple perspectives of debate are 
introduced. 

o What is an example/issue that illustrates the issue? Using social inquiry, present 
an example using qualitative and/or quantitative data to explore this challenge in 
practice in a global perspective. Students may focus on an individual country 
experience but should relate this to a wider global problem or set of issues. 

 
Issue papers (students choose 3 topics) are due at 11.59pm on the Tuesday following 
the week each issue paper is covered. 
 

• A final research paper (up to 12pp) (student topic choice, could be an 
extension of preferred “issue” paper) 

 
The final paper should extend one of the “issue papers” into a fuller up to 12 page paper 
that presents a frontier issue, surveying key data and trends, and offering case study 
analysis to illustrate and illuminate a problem within the student’s selected issue area. 
What explains changes in this area, and what new challenges are emerging?  
 
The final paper should probe the questions above, as well as: In what ways is this 
challenge and extension of historical experience? To what extent do new technologies 
and developments raise new challenges not previously tackled by international law in 
the past? How is international law connected to individual and state behaviors, and how 
might existing vs. new solutions deal with new and emerging challenges in the global 
system? 
 
Final papers should draw on the course readings but should also bring in original 
research of up to five new peer reviewed papers, books, or rigorous law/media pieces in 
addition to assigned course readings. 
 
Each final paper should include a “recommendations” section that offers a set of 
recommendations for researchers, policymakers, and other relevant actors to consider. 
 



• A final presentation 
 
The final presentation should offer an (up to 10 minute) explanation and presentation of 
the student’s final research paper for peers. Presentations should summarize the 
students’ research question, approach, and key findings. Students are encouraged to 
offer creative ways of presenting their findings, for example, through audio, video, 
interactives and infographics. Presentation times to be confirmed towards the close of 
the quarter. 
 
Course Readings and Schedule  
 
Week 1: Introduction 
 
Introduction to international law and international relations theory, including questions 
of compliance and enforcement.  
Discussion of the onset of technology, and the concept of “new frontiers.” 
Writing policy relevant papers: tips and tricks. 
 
4/1 Introduction to international law and international relations theory 
 

• Keohane, Robert O. 1982. “The Demand for International Regimes.” In Simmons 
and Steinberg (eds.), 2007. International Law and International Relations, pp. 
18-39.  

 
 
4/3 The politics of international law 

• Reus-Smit, Christian. 2004. “The Politics of International Law.” In Reus-Smit 
(ed.), The Politics of International Law, pp. 14-24; 32-44. 

• Creamer, C. and Simmons, B. 201. “Do Self-Reporting Regimes Matter? Evidence 
from the Convention Against Torture.” International Studies Quarterly. Vol. 63, 
No. 4. 1051-1064. 

 
Week 2. Issue 1. Governing online spaces, digital rights, and cybersecurity 

 
Emerging legislation; “Internet/Digital Rights” 
Roles of UN system, human rights monitors, governments, private tech companies. 
 
4/8 

• Anu, Bradford, 2023. Digital Empires, The Global Battle to Regulate Technology, 
Oxford UP (Introduction, and Chapter 4). 

• Land, M. (2013) Toward an International Law of the Internet. Harvard 
International Law Journal. 

• Yilma, K. M. (2021). Bill of rights for the 21st century: some lessons from the 
Internet Bill of Rights movement. The International Journal of Human 
Rights, 26(4), 701–716.  

 



4/10 
 

• Hollis, Duncan (2021) A Brief Primer on International Law and Cyberspace 
https://carnegieendowment.org/posts/2021/06/a-brief-primer-on-
international-law-and-cyberspace?lang=en 

• United Nations General Assembly (2023) “Official compendium of voluntary 
national contributions on the subject of how international law applies to the use 
of information and communications technologies” 
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n21/189/48/pdf/n2118948.pdf?Open
Element 

 
Week 3 Issue 2. AI governance and human rights 
 
Emerging international frameworks, gaps and challenges 
AI as a tool of repression; Chinese AI policy and tech transfer 
 
4/15 

• Roberts, H., Hine, E., Taddeo, M., and Floridi, L. (2024) Global AI governance: 
barriers and pathways forward. International Affairs. Volume 100, Issue 3, May 
2024, Pages 1275–1286. 

• The EU Artificial Intelligence Act (2024) (read "AI Act Overview" pdf) 
• Dias and Sagoo (2024) AI Governance in the Age of Uncertainty. Just Security. 

https://www.justsecurity.org/90903/ai-governance-in-the-age-of-uncertainty-
international-law-as-a-starting-point/ 

 
Due: Issue #1 issue papers (due 11:59pm) 
 
4/17 
 

• Schaake, M. (2023) The Premature Quest for International AI Cooperation 
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/premature-quest-international-ai-cooperation 

• MacCarthy, M. (2023) The U.S., China, and AI Regulation. Brookings. 
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/the-us-and-its-allies-should-engage-with-
china-on-ai-law-and-policy/  

• Mohanty, M. (2024) Why we Need a Global AI Compact 
https://carnegieendowment.org/posts/2024/03/why-we-need-a-global-ai-
compact?lang=en  

• Alan Turing Institute (2024) Why we Need a Global Approach to AI Governance 
https://www.turing.ac.uk/blog/why-we-need-global-approach-governance-ai  

 
 
Week 4 Issue 3.        Implementing IHL in complex and protracted crises 
 
Implementing ceasefires, safe zones, humanitarian corridors, and pauses (Nagorno 
Karabakh, Syria, Sudan) 
Courts, proxy wars, and ongoing crises  



Conflict-climate nexus 
 
4/22 
 

• Ochoa, E. (2022) “Humanitarian Action in Urbanized, Protracted, and 
Fragmented Wars.” Fletcher Forum of World Affairs.  

• Koutrolis, V. (2012) “The application of international humanitarian law and 
international human rights law in situation of prolonged occupation: only a 
matter of time?” International Review of the Red Cross. 

• Sheresevsky, Y. (2022) “International Humanitarian Law and the Making of New 
Military Technologies” https://international-
review.icrc.org/articles/international-humanitarian-law-making-and-new-
military-technologies-920  

Due: Issue #2 issue papers (due 11:59pm) 
 
4/24 
 

• Read, R., Taithe, B., and MacGinty, R. (2015) “Data hubris? Humanitarian 
information systems and the mirage of technology,” Third World Quarterly. 

• Cusato, Eliana (2022) “Of violence and (in)visibility: the securitisation of climate 
change in international law,” London Review of International Law.  

• Davison (2016) A Legal Perspective: Autonomous Weapon Systems Under 
International Humanitarian Law. 
https://www.icrc.org/sites/default/files/document/file_list/autonomous_weapo
n_systems_under_international_humanitarian_law.pdf 

 
Week 5 Issue 4.        Media freedom and protecting journalists in online spaces 
 
Monitors and challenges; UN Plan of Action 
Global trends; Khashoggi case 
 
4/29 
 

• UN Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 19 December 2023 on “The 
Safety of Journalists” 
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/422/04/pdf/n2342204.pdf  

• Carter, E. (2023) “The Future of International Law Freedom of Journalism: A 
Transitional Justice Framework.” Chicago Journal of International Law. Vol. 24, 
No. 1.  



• Silencing the Messenger: Global Threats to Press Freedom” Podcast: 
https://www.cfr.org/podcasts/silencing-messenger-global-threats-press-
freedom  

 
Due: Issue #3 issue papers (due 11:59pm) 
 
 
5/1 
 

• Balguygallois, A. (2004) “Protection of Journalists and Media in Periods of 
Armed Conflict.” ICRC. Vol. 86 No. 853, pp. 37-68; available 
on http://www.icrc.org; original in French; unofficial translation.  

• Milanovic, M. (2020) The Murder of Jamal Khashoggi: Immunities, Inviolability 
and the Human Right to Life. Human Rights Law Review. Volume 20, Issue 1, 
March 2020, Pages 1–49. 
 

 
Week 6 Issue 5.        The rights of women and children  
 
WPS 1325 25th anniversary status; Afghanistan under Taliban rule; Iran 2022 
movement 
 
5/6 

• Blanchfield, L. (2011) “The U.N. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW): Issues in the U.S. Ratification 
Debate.” Congressional Research Service 
https://sgp.fas.org/crs/row/R40750.pdf  

• Creamer C, Simmons BA. The Dynamic Impact of Periodic Review on Women's 
Rights. Law and Contemporary Problems. 2018;81 (4) :31-72. 

 
Due: Issue #4 issue papers (due 11:59pm) 
 
5/8 
 

• Bennoune, K. (2022) “The International Obligation to Counter Gender Apartheid 
in Afghanistan.” Columbia Human Rights Law Review. Issue 54.1  

• George, R. (2024) “The AI Assault on Women: What Iran’s Tech Enabled 
Morality Laws Indicate.” Council on Foreign Relations. 
https://www.cfr.org/blog/ai-assault-women-what-irans-tech-enabled-morality-
laws-indicate-womens-rights-movements 

 
Week 7.  Final presentations and papers – study time 


